December 20, 2016
Greetings!
With two weeks to go until the end of the current legislative session, please join us in
continuing to take action to pass the bill of rights for people experiencing homelessness,
House Bill 1129. Today (or tomorrow morning), please ask your state legislators to
sign onto Representative Smitty Pignatelli's letter to House Ways and Means Chair
Brian Dempsey. As you may know, the bill has been awaiting action by the House
Committee on Ways and Means since last December. We are seeking as many co-signers
as possible on Rep. Pignatelli's letter, to show Chairman Dempsey and legislative
leadership the importance of swift passage of the bill of rights.

Creating a Bill of Rights for People Experiencing Homelessness:
House Bill 1129 aims to ensure that people experiencing homelessness are able to
exercise the same rights as any other resident of Massachusetts. The rights included in the

bill are the right to move freely in public spaces, the right to equal treatment by municipal
agencies, freedom from discrimination in employment, the right to emergency medical care,
the right to register to vote and to vote, freedom from disclosure of records, and the right to
a reasonable expectation of privacy of property. The bill seeks to have the rights outlined to
be treated as a statement of legislative intent, as a guide for state and municipal agencies
to prevent discrimination based on housing status.
Please call your legislators today to ask them to:
Sign onto Rep. Pignatelli's letter to House Ways and Means Committee Chair
Brian Dempsey by tomorrow, Wednesday, December 21st at 2 p.m.
To do so, your legislators can contact Gena Frank in Rep. Pignatelli's office at
eugenia.frank@mahouse.gov or 617-722-2017 (x7655).
If your legislator already is listed on the letter below, please thank her/him for
their prompt participation.
Weigh in directly with House Speaker Robert DeLeo, House Ways and
Chairman Dempsey, and Senate leadership in support of this bill moving
forward in the weeks ahead.
To contact your state legislators, you can find their information
via www.wheredoivotema.com or by calling the State House switchboard at 617-722-2000.
If you haven't done so already, please also sign our one-minute online action to
legislators and share this email with your colleagues and friends.
Thank you so much for your sustained commitment and action during these final days of
2016!
-Kelly
Kelly Turley
Director of Legislative Advocacy
kelly@mahomeless.org
781-595-7570 x17

STAY CONNECTED:

